
 

 

 
SCHOLARS’ EDUCATION TRUST - SUMMER TERM UPDATE 

 

STUDENT VOICE CONFERENCE 
 

On Tuesday 9th July, Samuel Ryder Academy hosted a SET 
Schools Student Voice Conference. This was a great event for 
getting students across the trust together to discuss important 
issues, learn from each other and have impact on the trust.  
The morning was structured into 3 sections. First, the students 
discussed how they could be leaders of their learning. Many 
valuable points arose from these discussions about topics such 
as how students can respond to feedback, how they can be 
independent and how teachers can sustain a student’s love of 
their subject. The carousel style activity really helped the students 
to talk with peers that they may have never spoken to before and 

to keep ideas fresh.  Next came a really valuable session where students reflected on student wellbeing in 
school. They identified strategies for thriving in life and discussed ways that wellbeing can be promoted 
and supported even more in their schools. Listening to activities done across the schools inspired students 
with lots of ideas they would like to bring back and develop in their own school. 
The morning culminated in a student led discussion of 
environmental work carried out at the schools such as 
recycling, awareness raising campaigns and eco 
gardening plans. Strategies were shared across the 
schools and potential visits are afoot.  
Overall, this was a fantastic morning that really developed 
and demonstrated the excellent leadership skills of our 
students and all the staff were incredibly proud of how 
collaborative, articulate and inspiring the students were. 
We are really excited about making this an annual event! 
 
STAFF WORKING TOGETHER TOO! 
 
One of the big advantages of being in a trust is the opportunities it provides 
for teaching staff to work together to share good ideas and best practice.  
This term we have seen several examples of this with a whole day 
conference for our secondary Heads of Faculties, led by our teaching and 
learning team, focussing on curriculum issues, and another conference for 
all those who have moved into middle leadership positions within the trust 
this year.  We also celebrated the work of all the trust staff who have been 
completing HertsCam teacher led development work this year.  
 
All these activities were warmly welcomed by the 
participants, helped strengthen links between all our schools 
and, most importantly, will improve standards of teaching 
and learning for our students.  Thanks to all those who led 
sessions and to those who participated so enthusiastically. 
We look forward to continuing this close collaboration next 
year.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOLS 

HARPENDEN ACADEMY 

Summer Term Review 2019 
Harpenden Academy has had the most wonderful summer term and now we are all rather tired and ready 
for a holiday! 

Just as the spring, term ended with competition winners, the summer 
term started with another win for Harpenden Academy.  Harpenden 
Academy was selected to create the front cover of the Harpenden 
Carnival programme. The winner of the competition was Karolina in 
Year 6, with Lucia in Year 6 winning the ‘runners up’ award and 
Lauren in Year 5 achieving 3rd place. All children received a prize in 
the form of vouchers from Artscape and in addition an invitation to 
meet the Mayor of Harpenden on Carnival Day to receive their prize at 
Harpenden Carnival day on Saturday 8th June. Congratulations to all 
three pupils and we are so very proud of you for representing our 
school in such a positive way. 
 
It’s not only artistic successes either we have made huge strides this 
year in increasing our PE provision for the children at school as well as 
taking part in more sporting events across the Harpenden Schools’ 
area. We now have a girl’s football and netball team, two boy’s 
football teams, cross-country and tag rugby team and we have taken 
part in District Sports for the first time. We are hoping to expand our 
cross-country provision to two groups next term, as the current 50 
children is quite a size.   The PE and learning outside the classroom 

has been a huge development for the school throughout the year but next year we are hoping to take part 
in a silver PE award so watch this space! 
The end of May saw our third year of Harpenden Academy Fun Run. Each year as part of the Year 6 topic 
on ‘Conflict,’ the Year 6 organise a whole school fun run to raise funds for a charity of their choice. The 
children are responsible for organising the race, publicity, providing refreshments and collecting the funds.  
For the second year, their charity was ‘Herts for Refugees,’ and they managed to raise £474.05 and 
received this thank you from the charity.  
 
Here are some photos from the event – complete with ‘Rosie Red,’ our school dog, taking part. The 
pictures don’t do the event justice, but it was terrific to see so many good runners and our children taking 
their own and others welfare so seriously – plenty to be proud of.  

  
 

 
May is also SATs month – this year, as always, we nurtured the 
children though the week with positivity, wellbeing and chocolate buttons – culminating in a party in the 
park to celebrate the end of SATs. 
 



 

Both Year 2 and Year 6 have had SAT results to be proud of again this year, which is testament, not only 
to the hard work and commitment of the children, but also to staff. Indeed, it’s been a bumper crop of 
great results for EYFS and Phonics screening in Year 1. We are very happy. 
The highlight of the year for the school however came in June when we finally had ‘the call’ from Ofsted. 
We had been waiting since September when the call finally came through my response was “thank 
goodness – it’s about time!” 
 
The report, which declares Harpenden Academy to be a Good school with outstanding features, can be 
read https://files.api.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50091172 
 
This is a significant moment in the history of Harpenden Academy and the essence of Harpenden 
Academy shines through. For me, the report reads that we have terrific teachers and leaders throughout 
the school, we have creativity with academic rigour, that the teachers know the children very well, the 
children are very happy here at school and feel supported and safe, that we recognised the children as 
individuals and that we take their welfare physically emotionally and mentally very seriously indeed. Thank 
you to all parents who have offered their congratulations by email—some of which I have included below.  
 

“Huge congratulations on the recent Ofsted Report - 
I am delighted that all your hard work and dedication 
have finally been officially recognised. It is great that 
Ofsted acknowledges that the school nurtures 
children as individuals and enhances their mental 
wellbeing - this has always been a special element 
of the school. I feel very proud that my child is part 
of such a great school! 

The final weeks of the term have been taken up with 
the traditional events that come at the end of the 
summer term: the Year 6 leavers’ assembly, Sports 
Day, Move Up Day and Open Evening. I refer to my 
first sentence….”we are all rather tired and ready for 
a holiday.” 

We have also had the news that we have been 
officially recognised as the feeder school to Sir John 
Lawes School. This caps off a fabulous year for 
Harpenden Academy and we are delighted to be 
named as the SJL feeder school. I would like to 
publicly thank all my members of staff for such a 
commitment to the school this year. Team 
Harpenden Academy is amazing! 

Lisa Davies – Head teacher 

 

 

 

 
PRIORY ACADEMY 
 
As the summer term, and academic year, comes to its final few days, looking back, it has been, without a 
doubt, an exciting year at Priory! I remember it all started in September when our students arrived fresh 
faced and full of enthusiasm and since then it has been all go! March saw us joining the Scholars’ Education 
Trust and this term has been busy with exams, sports days, extra-curricular events such as the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s expedition, the Latin Plays festival, the Enterprise Day and the celebration events to mention a 
few. With that in mind, I am going to attempt to capture and relate some of the highlights of a terrific term. 
 
Duke of Edinburgh (DoE), Bronze Expedition 
Congratulations to our DoE students who were successful in their final Bronze expedition on 22nd-23rd June.  

https://files.api.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50091172


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Latin Plays Festival 
Once again, this year, our Latin students took part in Beechwood Park School’s Latin plays festival on 
Friday 28th June.  The adjudicator, Mr Sam Dewhurst of Uppingham Classics Dept. was very impressed with 
Priory students who not only had written one of the plays, but also acted with gusto and enthusiasm. The 
group’s strong and memorable performance was enhanced by their costumes and their whole-hearted 
delivery. Well done to all our Latin students, especially Jessica –Marie and Mia who played Odysseus and 
Polyphemus. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The National Enterprise Challenge 
The Ryman National Enterprise Challenge in Partnership with UCFB is an exciting and innovative enterprise 
programme, which was enjoyed by our students in years 7 and 8 on 28th June. Working in teams of 4/5, our 
young entrepreneurs worked on a real life business challenge set by businesses supporting this exciting 
initiative. We were delighted to see that the winning team went on to take part in the national finals at 
Wembley Stadium on 10th July where Theo Paphitis, Challenge Ambassador (well known for his 
appearances on nine seasons of Dragon’s Den) presented the awards. 
 
Many congratulations to the team (Mikey Blaire, Liam Minagh, Rhianna Martin, Beatrice Hales, Poppy 
Byrne), especially to Mikey Blair who won the KS3 Most Enterprising Boy award. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

University of Cambridge, Newnham Maths Summer School – 8-9 July 2019 
It was a proud moment to see that 2 of our students, Ruby and Jasmin (year 10), nominated by Dr Kowalski, 
were accepted to this very prestigious event. The goal of this summer school was to show students the 
beauty of Mathematics and Science, and the wide breadth of career opportunities that exist within these 
subjects. 
 
This residential course was aimed specifically at female students interested in studying Mathematics and 
related courses at a top university. Our two students took part in lectures and hands-on classes taught by 
Cambridge academics. They met current students and admissions staff, as well as Newnham Maths 
alumnae who were able to share details of their career paths and other opportunities outside of academia. It 
was delightful to hear from Ruby and Jasmin that they thoroughly enjoyed the 2-day event and found the 
experience extremely worthwhile. 
 
Celebration of the Arts 
An evening of music, drama, literature, dance and fine arts exhibition was enjoyed by proud parents and 
staff. Well done and many congratulations to our very talented students who took part. 
 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With another academic year nearly behind us, it is fitting to thank firstly our parents for their support, for 
trusting us in what we do, and realising our passion and relentlessness in our pursuit of excellence. 
Secondly, my sincere thanks go to our governors and trustees who give their time and effort selflessly for 
the advancement of educating our young people.  
 
My final thanks goes to our dedicated team of teachers and support staff who go above and beyond in 
supporting our students academically and pastorally daily. With that in mind, I do believe our teachers fulfil 
what Carl Jung, Swiss Philosopher described good teachers as: 
 



 

“An understanding heart is everything in a teacher and cannot be esteemed highly enough. One looks back 
with appreciation to the good teachers, but with real gratitude to those that touched our human feeling. The 
curriculum is just so much raw material, but warmth is the vital element for the growing plant and for the 
soul of the child.” 
 
Mahnaz Smith  Headteacher 
 

ROBERT BARCLAY SCHOOL 
 
RBA was well represented at the Broxbourne Youth Awards this year, 
which was held at the Spotlight Theatre.  It was a fantastic evening and we 
were all very proud that several of our students and staff were nominated 
and won awards. We were particularly pleased and proud to congratulate 
Caitlyn (Year 12) for winning The Dame Marion Roe Young Citizen of the 
Year award. Kaitlyn, who is a Corporal within the St John Ambulance, was 
awarded this prestigious award for supporting many events across the 
Borough and for winning the Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire Cadet of the 
Year award. 
 
Over the course of this year, RBA has built upon its partnership with 
Reynolds Catering. Reynolds Catering are a multimillion-pound company, 
and the school are really excited to have partnered up with 
this company. Already this year, we have had several of 
their staff come in to work with RBA students on both 
business and careers related topics. The GCSE Food 
Technology students had an amazing experience when 
they visited their site and this opportunity allowed the 
students to learn more about careers in the Food industry. 
In addition to this, the students got to do lots of practical 
work in their kitchen, led by their chefs. 
 
On Saturday the 6th July, we put on a WOW Fest (Working 
on Wellness). This event was led by our Well Being Co-
ordinator, Sarah Tweddell, in collaboration with John 
Warner School and Your Town CIC. We were very proud to put on Hertfordshire’s first ever Working On 
Wellness Festival (#WOWfest19) and we were very privileged to have a diverse range of speakers and 
workshops providing insights into mental health and wellbeing that benefited all ages. All funds raised 
went towards supporting mental health & wellbeing charities.  
 
One of the highlights of the summer term was our Junior Chef 
Competition. To assist us with this event, we welcomed back ex-
student and MasterChef Semi-Finalist, Theo Michaels. Theo 
visited the school in May to first carry out a master class with KS3 
students in order to help inspire them into cooking and to further 
promote healthy eating. Then, a number of students applied to 
enter the competition and they were tasked with producing a dish 
in just 30 minutes.  Theo then judged the results and presented 
the winner with a voucher and a copy of his book.  
 
Our Annual House Sports Day was another competitive event and 
it was a fantastic to see the students getting into the competitive spirit. What always continues to 
impresses us is how competitive but yet supportive the students are towards each other. Unbelievably, 
Curie House won House Sports Day for the 3rd year in a row! This means that since we launched the 
House Competitions as RBA, Curie House have never lost the title. Mr Gant is now starting to add up all 
the House points from the year so that in our last assembly of the year (on the final day), we will be able to 
announce this year’s overall House winners. On the subject of Athletics, we have had several fantastic 
individual successes, including Raphael who broke the District U13 200m record which had stood since 
1982! Alongside our individual successes, our Junior Boys came 2nd out of ten schools and our Senior 
Boys came 3rd out of ten schools. This an amazing feat when you consider that RBA is half the size of 
most of the other schools in the District.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Headteacher, Ced de la Croix and a number of other local Headteachers had the opportunity to visit 
Portcullis House in Westminster to meet the Minister for Education, Nick Gibb. The local MP, Charles 
Walker, had arranged the meeting so that the Headteachers could present the financial challenges that 
schools in our area are currently facing. In addition to this, the Headteachers took the opportunity to re-
iterate to the minister how difficult and 
costly it is to recruit and retain good 
teachers in our particular area given that 
four miles down the road (as a result of 
London weighting) teachers can earn 
considerably more money. At this 
meeting, the Headteachers all felt that 
they were being listened to by Nick Gibb 
and they are hopeful for improvements at 
the next spending review. 
 
Ced de la Croix Head teacher 
 

 
 
 
 
SAMUEL RYDER ACADEMY 
 
There have been a huge number of successes at Samuel Ryder this term. 

Starting with sporting success - on a lovely sunny 
afternoon, we held our seventh annual primary sports day, 
which was extremely well attended by family and friends. It 
was lovely to see the pupils in their house colours, cheering 
on friends in the races and everyone doing their best. It was 
clear that all those who attended had a thoroughly good 
time. 

The Year 7-10 Athletics team were at Woodside Athletics 
Track for District Athletics and gave some fantastic athletic 
performances and we had some really great results! Lily 
Harkness - 2nd in Javelin, Kyeesha Williams - 3rd in Discus, 
Ragib Chowdhury - 2nd in Discus, Ruby Peacock- 3rd in 
200m and 2nd in Long Jump, Nicola Hugo - 2nd in Hurdles, 

Caitlin Hugo - 3rd in Javelin. Well done to everyone who performed on the day. 



 

On Thursday 27th June, we held a House Sponsored Half Marathon, where each House aimed to 
collectively run a half marathon by individually running very small sections of the Samuel Ryder Academy 
running track. (53 laps in total).  Houses raised money for various charities including Crohn’s & Colitis UK, 
Keech Hospice Care and Roald Dahl’s Marvellous Children’s Charity.  

It has also been a very busy and successful 
term for our musicians and performers. The 
“A Million Dream” Summer Showcase took 
place on the 14th June. There were fantastic 
performances throughout the evening 
involving students from Year 3 to Year 10. A 
packed house was totally entertained with a 
mixture of choral, musical and dance 
performances from some of the best songs 
in musical theatre and film.  
 
Also this term we had the pleasure of 
watching the “Primary Music Showcase”, 
which included over 140 primary pupils 
performing on stage. It was a fantastic evening of entertainment with a mix of vocal and musical 
performances, which concluded with the “Circle of Life” performed by both primary choirs, the Year 6 
Brass Band and members of the staff choir. It was great to see a packed hall of parents and other family 
members being thoroughly entertained and bursting with pride. Congratulations to all the children that 
performed, they should be very proud of themselves. A number of staff were involved in supporting the 
event but particular thanks to our outstanding music department, Mr King and Mr Fothergill, for their 
tremendous skill and hard work in making the events such a success. 

Since January, Year 7 have been working towards achieving their Bully Free Form status. This has involved 
them working as a tutor group to show that they understand what bullying is, why people might bully, and 
what they should do about bullying. Together, each tutor group has produced a portfolio to record all of 
the discussions they have had and to show what they have learnt. Year 7 then had the opportunity to 
present their work as each form was visited by a school governor or member of staff from across the Trust. 
Visitors to the forms were treated to dance, poems, quizzes and drama and were very impressed with what 
they saw. This was particularly evident in the glowing feedback each form received in assembly. All of Year 
7 achieved Bully Free Status and each student is now wearing their Bully Free Status badge with pride. I 
am sure Year 7 will continue to think about what they have learnt about bullying and be ready to stand up 
to bullies 

On Tuesday 30th April, sixty of our highest attaining mathematicians in Year 7 and 8 undertook the 
prestigious Junior Mathematical Challenge, organised by the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust. The one-
hour competition, aimed at 11-13 year old students, concentrates on mathematical application and logical 
thinking, testing student’s problem solving skills and stretching those who enjoy lateral thinking. 
Certificates are awarded to the top-scoring 40% of the participants, with the very highest performers 
invited to take part in the Junior Kangaroo mathematics contest.  In particular, we would like to 
congratulate Alfie Giffen achieving the highest score in Year 8. Finally, it is with great pleasure we 
announce Madison Emett achieved not only the highest score in Year 7, but also the highest score in the 
Academy and is invited to undertake the Junior Kangaroo challenge, the prestigious next stage of the 
competition. Well done to all participants who have set an excellent example for the rest of the school. 

Once again Samuel Ryder was well represented at the Herts Advertiser School Awards with finalists in 
three different categories: Primary School of the Year; Mr Fothergill for Primary Teacher of the Year; and 
Liv Howeson for Sporting Achiever of the Year.  It is a tremendous achievement to receive awards across 
so many categories – well done to all!  
 
Primary celebrated Samuel Ryder Academy Book Week! The week started with a hilarious visit from Olaf 
Falafel who is children’s author, illustrator and comedian! All were laughing out loud when he was reading 
his story about the moon landings called ‘One Giant Leek for Mankind’ and telling lots of jokes. The 
children took part in a ‘Guess the Teacher competition’ , a ‘Bookmark activity’ organised by the PTA and 
to finish the week there was a dress up day where the children came dressed as their chosen book 
character.  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The PTA have also been very busy this term.  To celebrate the PTA‘s Happy Circus event, Primary children 
had a circus themed WOW day across primary, funded by the PTA. Throughout the day, children had the 
opportunity to develop their social, English and maths skills through a range of cross-curricular activities. 
The highlight of the day was participating in a number of circus skills, including juggling, balancing, plate 
spinning and much more!  Furthermore, the Summer Fair was a great success.  This was a wonderful 
family afternoon out. There was something to do for all ages, with the chance to win some wonderful 
prizes in the raffle as well as great food and drink.  In total over £6000 was raised. 
 
Finally, we are very excited to be launching our new wraparound care service in September this year. The 
service will be based in the primary section of the school and will have its own dedicated entrance. We will 
be offering both morning and afternoon care. Activities at the wraparound service will be broad and varied 
and will include those which are curriculum, creative & sport based in an environment where children can 
grow and develop whilst having fun. 
 
Matt Gauthier Headteacher 
 
SIR JOHN LAWES SCHOOL 
 

The summer term at SJL always sees a number of trips and exchanges.  
Year 7 visited France and tried snails; Year 8 visited Germany and ate 
chocolate – I know which I’d rather!  Our US exchange partners visited 
Harpenden on the return leg of our 
longstanding exchange 
partnership and our Animal 
Studies group enjoyed their 
visit to Cambridgeshire where 
they visited Shepreth Animal 
Park and met some interesting 
creatures (pictured)! Closer to 
home students visited the 
Neadsen Mandir and 
Childwickbury Art Fair.  All of 

these opportunities enhance the lessons that go on inside 
school and we are delighted that staff are prepared to organise 
them and support them! 
 
Another project which has really come into its own this term has 
been our Eco-Garden.  Set up in an area of under-used ground 
at the edge of the school site, this area has been lovingly 
tended by staff and students of the eco-group over the last year 
and has now brought forth fabulous displays of flowers, fruit 
and especially vegetables.  Staff have been taking their lunch in 
the garden now the weather has improved and there have been 
several produce sales.  As well as helping the students 
understand how to grow their own food and the benefits of 
doing so, this project has also won the group awards from the 
Royal Horticultural Society’s Campaign for School Gardening.  



 

Traditionally, the summer term sees a lower school drama production and this was no exception.  A cast of 
talented students from years 7, 8 and 9 took part in 2 fantastic performances of ‘Mary Poppins’ (pictured) 
to packed and enthusiastic audiences.  It was wonderful to see the stage full of confident singers, actors 
and dancers – many of whom were taking part in an SJL show for the first time.  I know they will have 

really benefitted from taking part in such an activity and we 
can’t wait to see them in future dramatic productions as they 
move up the school.  Many of the students had already 
performed in our annual Summer Prom the previous week, as 
part of the many groups and ensembles that are supported by 
the SJL Music department, and then headed off the weekend 
after the shows on our annual Music Tour, this year to 
Barcelona.  So, to their many talents we have to add stamina!  
As I write this, we are receiving photos and videos of their 
performances in Spain, which seem to be going tremendously 
well and we are very proud of the way they represent us 
abroad.   

 
SJL students are always committed to their roles as active citizens and this term has seen members of our 
Oxfam group engaging with local and national policy makers on a range of issues.  Not only did they invite 
our MP, Bim Afolami, in to school to talk to him about the ‘Send My Friend to School’ campaign, but they 
also then met with him shortly after at the houses of Parliament to discuss what actions both the 
government and individuals can take to combat  climate change.  We’re very proud of their efforts to get to 
grips with that ‘Changing World’ which forms part of our school strapline and we’re sure they’ll continue 
making their views heard at the very highest levels! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Finally, we were delighted to have three staff nominated for awards at the Herts Advertiser School Awards 
this year, and even more delighted when Jane O’Leary won Support Staff Member of the Year!  
Congratulations to her and our other nominees, Lyndsay Gillott for Innovation of the Year and Eileen Kelly, 
also for Support Staff Member of the Year.  What made the evening even more special was being able to 
celebrate with other Scholars’ Trust colleagues and you can see us all pictured below!   
 
Claire Robins - Headteacher 


